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Another opportunity for voluntary and community groups to apply to the Dorset Youth Grant
Young people are to benefit for another year from a £100,000 fund through Dorset Council Youth organisations.
The fund supports a range of activities for young people with grants being offered from £500 to £5,000. Applications must be submitted by Wednesday 14 June to be considered.
Organisations working with young people can apply for grants from £500 to £5000 to deliver youth projects and activities within the Dorset Council area. Projects must provide access to positive activities or promote the wellbeing of young people. The money can be used for equipment and staffing costs, and fund projects that provide young people with opportunities to experience new activities they may not otherwise have access to.
Last year 24 projects received funding to enable young people to access positive activities and a total of 68 grants have been made over the last 3 years. The Youth Fund continued to support youth clubs and centres as a safe place for young people to meet with friends. Furthermore, the Youth Fund was able to help a wide range of young people who might need some extra support. This included helping young carers to take a break from caring and groups supporting young people with learning disabilities.
This year young people will be more involved than before. The Dorset Youth Council has been campaigning to ensure young people are prepared for adult life and bids to support this are especially encouraged.
The Fund is open to youth centres and clubs operating in the council area for the benefit of young people who live there. Organisations can only apply for this once a year and must have an annual income lower than £500,000. You can find out more eligibility and how to apply on the Dorset council website. 
The Youth Fund is one of the ways the Dorset Council delivers its priorities as set out in the Children and Young People’s Plan.

£200K funding boost to combat drug use in Dorset
Dorset has been selected to receive Government funding worth £200K to reduce demand for illicit substances in a study to research and develop interventions with young people that can be tested locally.
The funding is part of a 10-year plan Government plan to cut crime and save lives by reducing the supply and demand for drugs and delivering a high-quality treatment and recovery system. It comes from the National Institute for Health and Care Research (NIHR) under the Innovation Fund to Reduce Demand for Illicit Substances (RDIS)
Dorset is one of just five areas to receive the funding.  The other four projects are in Huddersfield, Derbyshire, Manchester, and the Southeast of England.
The Government’s Innovation Fund, worth £5 million in total, will be available across 2 further phases over the coming years as part of the Government’s plans to reduce the demand for drugs as well as drive down the illegal and exploitative supply chain, anti-social behaviour, and wider crime.
Working in partnership with Bournemouth Christchurch and Poole Council, Dorset Council will use the funding to explore and investigate drug use amongst young people and develop preventative programmes and support to reduce their vulnerability to illegal substances.
The funding builds on the The government’s drug strategy, published in December 2021, which sets out ambitions to significantly increase the capacity of treatment and recovery services and achieve real change in overall drug use.
It is estimated that, over the first 3 years of the strategy, the additional investment in treatment and recovery will prevent nearly 1,000 drug-related deaths – reversing the upward trend in drug deaths for the first time in a decade.

Affordable housing for local people handed over in Langton Matravers
A new development of affordable housing created for the local community has been handed over to the residents of Spyway Orchard, Langton Matravers.
The new homes have been built using grant funding from Homes England, and delivered in partnership with Dorset Council, local housing association Aster Group and developer Countryside Partnerships.
All of the homes at Spyway Orchard have been allocated to residents from Langton Matravers or those with a strong connection to the area or the surrounding rural parishes, via the Dorset Housing Register. Similarly, the shared ownership homes have been snapped up by local and Dorset residents.
Councillor Graham Carr-Jones, Dorset Council Lead Member for housing said: “It’s great to see this development providing new homes for local people in Langton Matravers. Affordable housing makes a significant difference to people’s lives and Dorset Council is working on several affordable schemes across the council area, supporting communities and providing homes for households with a need for local housing.”
The development is a mix of one-bed flats as well as two, three and four-bedroom houses, incorporating locally sourced stone in a traditional style to reflect the Purbeck character.

Foster Care Fortnight: Meet our foster carers
Have you considered fostering? If so, meet Jo. Jo has fostered with us for over two and a half years and has looked after over 20 children during this time, providing emergency, respite and day care placements for children and young people in Dorset.
Meet Jo
Jo Wheeler, aged 49, lives in North Dorset. She lives with her husband Sam and their four birth children, aged 10, 12 and 15. Their parents and in-laws also share the family home – making it a warm and welcoming, multi-generational home.
What care and placements do you offer?
The foster care Jo provides can range from a few hours of emergency care to longer placements of up to four months. In the past, Jo has provided respite care for a baby who was being cared for by his grandparents and she has looked after young children, teenagers, and sibling groups.
Much of the care Jo offers aims to support other foster carers and avoid placement breakdowns. This might involve supporting foster carers and their children by attending the family home.
“On one occasion a foster carer was experiencing a lot of challenging behaviour from a young child, especially when it came to bedtime. I supported this family by being a ‘new person’ in the situation, helping to de-escalate the problem so that issues could be worked through.
“Being a fresh face can help to support the foster carers and young people. I’m able to be objective and the children respond well to someone from outside of the direct situation who still have their best interest in mind”.
How did you start your fostering journey?
“I was always open to the idea of fostering or adoption and as our children became more independent, I felt it was something we could offer.
“My father was a head teacher, and my family were part of the church community, so a new face at the dinner table was a regular occurrence. I was always open to welcoming others into my life.
“During lockdown, I found myself looking up at our family home whilst in the garden and felt incredibly lucky. It was this moment I felt myself thinking that now our children were slightly older that we had time and space to offer to other young people. I wanted to share what we had with others.”
The final prompt for Jo to enquire was a foster care fortnight social media post that highlighted the desperate need for foster carers in Dorset.
How do you support each other
Jo is part of a foster carer network in North Dorset who regularly meet and support each other. By knowing each other, they can reassure and support the children as they head into new placements.
She is also a member of a newly formed Mockingbird constellation that aims to create an extended family for foster carers and the children and young people they look after.
“Mockingbird is an amazing model. It creates consistency for the children and allows them to build positive, healthy relationships with a whole extended family.”
What element of fostering has been challenging?
“Managing everyone’s needs can be difficult. You must balance the needs of the child you are fostering, with the needs of your own children, and at times this can be challenging.
What has been the most rewarding thing about fostering?
“It’s the little things. One child really struggled with school so when he came home with his report book it was wonderful to see the comment he’d written:
Sam and Jo have got me.
“It was great to know he felt secure and happy living with us.”
How does your family feel about you fostering?
“On the whole, they’re very supportive – especially my eldest who has a keen interest in psychology. It’s been hard for them at times, but they like meeting the different children and building friendships. Having four children of my own means there is less pressure on any single one of them as they all spend time with the children I foster.
What would you say to someone considering becoming a foster carer?
“If they have even an inkling that it’s something they’d like to consider, I’d urge them to find out more and investigate. They might have some questions holding them back and a quick phone call could alleviate and worries they might have.
“If something is holding you back, pick up the phone and have that chat. If it’s right for you, then you’ll know.”
What skills or personality traits would you say are useful for foster carers to have?
“Along with being loving and caring, you need to be empathetic. You need to appreciate that you may come across existing learnt behaviours, and challenging times may come as a result. But most things can be worked through.
“It’s useful to be a good multi-tasker as life will be busy and a good sense of humour goes down well! You need to be flexible, give new things a go and embrace their interests.”
Could you foster with Dorset Council?
Dorset children need more foster carers, and we are looking for foster carers from all walks of life to meet this need. Our aim is to keep Dorset’s children and young people within the county they call home, close to their friends, schools, and birth families.
To find out more about fostering with Dorset Council, or to submit an enquiry, head to www.fosterwithdorsetcouncil.com

Position statement on Home Office asylum barge plan
Joint statement from Dorset Council and Dorset Police
Dorset Council and Dorset Police have set out their shared position on the Home Office’s plans to house asylum seekers on a barge in Portland Port later this year.
The organisations have questions about the proposal that remain unanswered and continue to seek clarity from the Home Office on plans. Both agencies have statutory responsibilities to ensure minimal impact on local services, should the Home Office’s plan go ahead.
Cllr Spencer Flower, Leader, Dorset Council, says:
“Dorset Council’s position has not changed. We still have serious reservations about the appropriateness of Portland Port in this scenario and we remain opposed to the proposals.
“However, like all local agencies, we have statutory responsibilities to fulfil and collectively we want to ensure robust arrangements are in place if this goes ahead.
“We still have unanswered questions which we are waiting for the Home Office and the barge operator to respond to. I want to reassure local people and businesses that Dorset Council, along with its trusted partners, is working to address concerns.”
David Sidwick, Police and Crime Commissioner stated:
“I would like to reassure Dorset residents that Dorset Police have started the necessary and detailed planning required to ensure both asylum seekers and residents will be kept safe. Currently though, they also have detailed questions that need answering and that are necessary to ensure the safety of all concerned.
“I have been and remain in regular contact with both the Home Secretary and the Policing Minister, with regard to the funding that will be required to meet the extra policing needs that this project will entail.
“I am determined that the funding should not come from the current police budget or from the people of Dorset and I will continue to push the government to fully fund the necessary security requirements brought about by the decision they have made to site this barge here in our county.”
 
A multi-agency forum (MAF) which includes representatives from national, regional and local public sector agencies and the Home Office, has therefore been established and meets weekly.
Four sub-groups have also been set up in addition to the MAF to look at the operational plans for provision of health services, the safety and security of both asylum seekers and local residents, regulatory arrangements, and voluntary sector involvement. They are:
Health (Social Care and Public Health included)
Safety and Security
Place and Regulatory Services
Community and wider stakeholder engagement and communication
This group meets weekly to discuss plans and arrangements. The collective aim is to ensure minimal impact on local services, communities and businesses.
Dorset Council and Dorset Police will continue to seek clarification from the Home Office on how it plans to operate the barge.

