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Round 4 of the Household Support Fund reopens for applications 
Round 4 of the Household Support Fund (HSF) will reopen for applications at 10am on Tuesday 4 July 2023 for low-income households in the Dorset Council area. The support will be in the form of supermarket vouchers. Citizens Advice will be allocating this fund on behalf of Dorset Council and vouchers will be issued to residents who meet the eligibility criteria within 6 – 8 weeks. Dorset Council households will be able to apply if they have: an annual household net income of less than £30,000 and savings of less than £16,000 and not applied for a previous HSF payment within the last 6 months
Calculations for the annual net income should not include Personal Independence Payments, Disability Living Allowance, Attendance Allowance, Carers Allowance or Child Benefit. Applications are limited to one per household. 
If you do miss out on this window, another will open on Wednesday 2 August 2023 at 10am”
If applicants need help completing the form, they can telephone Customer Services on 01305 221000 or visit Dorset Council Website 

Dorset Council Director gains national award Dorset Council’s Executive Director for Children’s Services, Theresa Leavy, has been named as the Municipal Journal’s (MJ) Corporate Director of the Year
The announcement was made at the MJ Achievement Awards ceremony in London.
Theresa, who has worked at the council since 2020, is an inspiring leader who is helping to transform the lives of families and young people across the county.
She has three decades of experience in social work, including working at director level for the last 10 years.
Theresa is transforming Children’s Services and introducing new initiatives that make a difference to the lives of families. She has created a new ‘Thrive’ locality model to bring together experts from early years, social care, educational psychology, special needs and inclusion. This innovative way of working ensures families are receiving tailored help to meet their needs and at the right time.
Under Theresa’s leadership two new specialist family hubs were created in Ferndown and Wimborne. These centres are places where families can access a wide range of help and support all in one place. This includes help with mental and physical health, getting a job, looking after children, paying bills and special educational needs services.
Council schemes helping households and businesses save energy set to continue 
Help for residents, communities, and businesses in Dorset to reduce energy use and tackle rising costs will continue. Hot on the heels of The Big Green Week, a national campaign celebrating climate action, Dorset Council has published a draft report which looks at the progress it is making towards its climate and nature goals. One of the achievements highlighted is the continuation of the council’s two flagship energy-saving programmes, Healthy Homes Dorset and Low Carbon Dorset.
These programmes, which are a central part of the council’s plan to tackle emissions in the county, have secured extra funding.  And residents and organisations across the Dorset Council area will continue to get help to save energy in their homes and buildings. Delivered in partnership with BCP Council, Public Health Dorset and Ridgewater Energy, the Healthy Homes Dorset programme, which gives free energy advice, and helps homeowners and tenants in Dorset install wall and loft insulation and fit low-energy heating systems.  Last year over 600 homes in Dorset benefitted from the support and the energy savings it brings.
Support from the Low Carbon Dorset programme, on the other hand, is aimed at helping organisations rather than households.  Through this programme, community groups, charities, and businesses can get free advice and grants to help tackle emissions and rising energy costs. Organisations, including voluntary or community groups and businesses, can apply for support by visiting the Low Carbon Dorset website.
Read more about the steps Dorset Council is taking to protect the county’s natural environment, climate and ecology in its draft Climate and Ecology Progress Report or by visiting the climate and ecology pages of its website: www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/protecting-our-environment.




Have your say on dogs consultation: 
A consultation has started by Dorset Council on a new Dog-related Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO). This PSPO identifies where, when, and how dogs can use green spaces and beaches. The current PSPO has been in place since January 2021 and is due to expire at the end of this year. The consultation will be a chance for people, residents, business owners, organisations, and visitors, to have their say on where and when they think there should be restrictions on dogs in public places, including beaches. It will also cover topics such as fouling and lead length. The PSPO is in place to protect human health. Dog fouling is not only deeply unpleasant, but it is also dangerous. Human contact with dog excrement can cause toxocariasis – a nasty infection that can lead to dizziness, nausea, asthma and even blindness or seizures. This order gives protection to public spaces that are used by a range of activities including sports fields, playgrounds, and beaches. The consultation will finish on 25 August. Visit Dorset Council Website to Start the consultation. Paper copies will be available in Dorset libraries or on request by calling 01305 221000. The final recommendation for the new PSPO will be considered by Dorset Council’s Place and Resources Overview Committee and Cabinet.

Calling all parents and carers of children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities
Parents and carers of children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities (aged between 0 and 25 years old) are being asked to complete a survey to find out their experiences of education, health and care services and support over the last 12 months.  The results of the survey will help to decide what changes we need to make to the services we provide. The Parent Carer Forum said: ‘Through our partnership with Dorset Council and NHS Dorset we strive for Dorset’s children and young people to realise their full potential and be the best they can be.
‘The voice of parents and carers is essential and Dorset Parent Carer Council encourages families to complete this survey.  Hearing your individual experience of education, health and care over the last 12 months is vital to the development of Dorset Council and NHS Dorset future plans to improve services and support for our children and young people who are disabled or have additional needs.
The survey is available to complete on line, but families can also ask for a paper version by calling 01305 221066 or emailing familyinfo@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

Free bikes for children’s cycle training
Not having your own bike doesn’t need to be a barrier to learning to cycle for Dorset youngsters, thanks to 20 bicycles gifted to Dorset Council.
The bicycles are free to use (subject to availability) by primary-aged school children during Bikeability sessions in the Dorset Council area.
Bikeability is a national cycle training programme that equips children with the necessary skills, knowledge, and understanding to cycle safely on roads. It also gives confidence for cycling in the future.
Instructors deliver the training at schools and nominated centres on behalf of Dorset Council. At the end of the course, participants will receive a certificate and badge for the Bikeability Level they have completed.
Position statement on asylum seeker barge
In late March this year, Dorset Council was made aware of discussions between Portland Port and the Home Office to site an accommodation barge for asylum seekers in Portland Port.  
We immediately voiced objections to this on the basis that Portland is not a suitable location for this vessel. Dorset Council was not consulted by the Home Office and had no say in the decision. Dorset Council does not own the port. 
Despite our concerns and those of others, the Home Office and Portland Port went ahead and signed the contract for this arrangement in early April. 
In recognition of the council’s statutory responsibilities and to ensure robust arrangements are in place, we established a Multi-Agency Forum (MAF) with representatives from national, regional, and local public sector agencies, Portland Port, and the Home Office. This Forum meets weekly to discuss plans and arrangements for the barge.  
The collective aim is to ensure minimal impact on local services, communities, and businesses. The Forum is overseeing arrangements for the provision of health services, operational arrangements such as transport and waste, and the safety and security of local residents and the asylum seekers.
Throughout April and May, we also investigated whether to pursue legal action to challenge to the Home Office’s decision to site a barge for asylum seekers in Portland Port. We have our own in-house legal team but we also sought specialist, external legal advice from King’s Counsel, a national expert in this field. 
After much careful consideration of the specialist legal advice and based on the experience of other councils across the country, we decided to not pursue legal action. Not only were we advised that a legal challenge would have been unlikely to succeed but that we would also have had to pay the legal costs incurred by the Home Office, as well as our own costs. 
We sought specific advice about consultation and Leading Counsel advised that there was no duty on the Government to consult us.  
Faced with such clear legal advice our position going forward is to work with the Home Office and our partners to ensure the smooth operation of the barge, with minimal impact on public services, local residents and local businesses. The provision for the asylum seekers accommodated on the barge must be properly resourced and effective. 
We will continue to negotiate the funding for all associated costs (local services and provision) with the Home Office. Dorset Council, Dorset Police and NHS Dorset are clear that full funding must be provided by the Government for the barge arrangements and services for asylum seekers. 
We do not want our residents and services negatively impacted by this situation, whether financially or otherwise. 
Multi-million pound savings protect frontline council services for residents
A total saving of £96 million has been achieved since Dorset Council was created in 2019 through Local Government Reorganisation, which brought together 5 former district and borough councils and the county council into one new unitary council. The savings were achieved by bringing together similar services, reducing duplication and costs, increasing efficiency, and reducing the number of councillors and senior officer roles.
The savings made to date have been reinvested into essential frontline services, protecting them from cuts, and focussing on sustainable local services over the longer-term. This includes children’s social care, road maintenance, libraries, housing, planning and adult social services.
This has been achieved in a climate of increased financial pressures on councils, including inflation, a growing need for housing services due to the cost-of-living crisis, and increasing demand for adult social care due to our ageing population.
Many of the savings have been driven by the council’s transformation programme which has been redesigning services with the aim of providing a better experience for residents and more efficient operations with lower costs. Savings of £13.6 million have been successfully delivered over the last two years, with a further £17.4 million projected over the next three years.
To deliver the council plan it is key that the council continues to evolve, to ensure that services are designed around people’s needs, access to information is as clear and simple as possible and that the council focusses on delivering services in a sustainable way.
A report detailing the outcomes of the second year of Dorset Council’s transformation programme has been published today. Here are some examples of projects undertaken as part of the programme:
A new care company was set up by Dorset Council in October 2022, and adult care services were transferred from Tricuro to Care Dorset. They offer residential services, day opportunities, reablement services and supported living services. The new company is helping the council to provide the right support, in the right place, now and the future.


Dorset Council publishes SEND impact report highlighting success and challenges
Children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) and their families have benefited from the work of Dorset Council and its co-production partners over the past year, but they have also faced some challenges. The achievements of the work of Dorset Council, NHS Dorset and Dorset Parent Carer Council (DPCC) are available to read in their newly published ‘SEND Strategy Impact Report 2022-23’.
The report details the partnership’s progress towards improving people’s lives through delivering its key strategic objectives, underpinned by six priorities ranging from inclusion to preparation for adulthood. Activity has included: improving quality of education, improving support services and outcomes for children and young people with SEND and enhancing local provision.
Some of the key highlights from the report include:
Continued investment in the provision of specialist educational resources and support, including the development of new specialist units for children with autism and social, emotional and mental health needs.
Improved guidance on speech, language and communication support, including a new online resource for families and practitioners.
Close partnership working with parents, carers, and stakeholders to co-produce SEND services and improve outcomes for children and young people with SEND.
A new partnership with Family Action to expertly deliver Special Educational Needs and Disability Information, Advice and Support Service (SENDIASS)
The report also acknowledges that there are still areas where improvements are needed. For example, there has been a significant increase in the number of children and young people receiving Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs), with over 3,000 plans now in place. The pandemic has led to more people needing help with their mental health so the Early Support Hubs and the CAMHS Gateway are being expanded to meet the increase in need – mental health support in schools is also being made more readily available.
The council has committed to working with families and carers to address these, and other challenges and ensure that all children and young people with SEND and their families receive the support they need to achieve their full potential.
