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Round 4 of the Household Support Fund reopens for applications
Round 4 of the Household Support Fund (HSF) will reopen for applications at 10am on Tuesday 6 February 2024 for low-income households in the Dorset Council area.
The government scheme funded by the Department for Work and Pensions, provides support in the form of supermarket vouchers. Citizens Advice will be allocating this fund on behalf of Dorset Council and vouchers will be issued to residents who meet the eligibility criteria within 6 to 8 weeks.
Dorset Council households will be able to apply if they:
 pay council tax to Dorset Council
 have an annual household net income of less than £30,000 and
 have savings of less than £16,000 and
 have not applied for a previous HSF payment within the last 6 months (since August 2023)
Calculations for the annual net income should not include Personal Independence Payments, Disability Living Allowance, Attendance Allowance, Carers Allowance or Child Benefit. Applications are limited to one per household.
Cllr Laura Beddow, Dorset Council Portfolio Holder for Culture, Communities and Customer Services said:
“In a continued effort to support low-income households, round 4 of the Household Support Fund reopens on Tuesday 6 February, offering essential assistance through supermarket vouchers.
“If you are applying in this window, please make sure you have not applied for a previous HSF payment since August 2023 as further vouchers cannot be issued and there are a very limited number of applications available for this window.
“If you do miss out on this window, another will open on Tuesday 5 March 2024 at 10am.”
Residents should apply online. The application form will open at 10am. Find more details including future application window dates here: https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/household-support-fund
If you need help completing the form, you can telephone Customer Services on 01305 221000 or visit a customer access point.
For further information on all the support available, whether be access to food, money and debt advice or support with your household bills, visit our cost of living webpages at dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/cost-of-living-help. 

Register your old and new appliances.
Dorset Trading Standards are getting behind a national campaign for people to register their domestic appliances.
The safety campaign is being run by the Association of Manufacturers of Domestic Appliances (AMDEA). It encourages people to register their home appliances, whether they are old or new, to make sure manufacturers can get in touch in case a safety repair or recall is needed.
It’s easy, quick and free to register appliances online. The website includes links to more than 70 brands where appliance owners can fill out details to gain the peace of mind that their home is safer because they have registered their appliance.
Help shape travel and transport across Dorset 
Residents, businesses and visitors are being invited to share their views on what they consider to be the big transport opportunities and issues across the whole of Dorset.  
Dorset Council and Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole (BCP) Council are running a survey from 22 January to 3 March 2024 to gather feedback and experiences. 
People are being asked what they think are the key opportunities and issues to help the councils develop a new joint Local Transport Plan to travel easily around the county, whilst protecting its special landscape. 
This will help shape the changes needed for a safer, more efficient and sustainable network for years to come.    
The survey covers a range of transport related topics, such as: Improving transport in rural areas and reducing congestion. Ensuring all ages and abilities can access services. Making it easier for people to be more physically active. Providing more opportunities for affordable, available and accessible public transport. Helping people feel safer on our roads and on public transport 
Improving digital and real-time travel information 
This work plays an essential role in helping the councils understand the different transport needs of the diverse communities who live and work in Dorset 
It will also ensure the councils can secure more national government funding for the improvements people want to see. 
The survey will be open for six weeks, with paper copies also available at Dorset Council and BCP Council libraries.  
As well as the survey, there will be a series of drop-in events across the county throughout January and February for people to share ideas and find out more. 
Details of the locations, dates and times:  
 Thursday 8 February - Blandford Library, 10am to 2pm 
 Thursday 22 February - Shaftesbury Library, 10am to 2pm  
 Saturday 24 February – Dorchester Library, 10am to 2pm 
 Monday 26 February - Sherborne Library, 2pm to 6pm 
 The survey, along with all the information you need on the Local Transport Plan can be found online at  www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/local-transport-plan    
The analysis of all the feedback received will take place during the spring, and reporting will follow in the summer.  
Grants for community tree planting projects
A new grant scheme aimed at supporting local communities to plant and care for trees in their area is now open for applications.
Funded by Dorset Council and managed by the Dorset National Landscape team, the Dorset Community Tree Fund is open to community organisations in the Dorset Council area.  This includes parish and town councils, as well as schools and other established community groups interested in planting and caring for trees in their patch.
Trees play a crucial role in our natural world, from providing homes for wildlife to tackling climate change.  However, planting the wrong tree in the wrong place can have a negative impact on local wildlife, communities, and landscape.
So, unlike traditional tree planting schemes, the Dorset Community Tree Fund goes beyond just providing grants for trees.  It also offers support for the planning and design phases of planting projects. This extra support can help make sure trees and hedges planted in and by communities have a positive impact on Dorset’s natural environment for years to come.
Community tree planting projects of all shapes and sizes are welcome.  To be eligible, projects must: be within the Dorset Council area, have some public access, have necessary permissions in place (from landowner, statutory bodies etc), have the support of the community and parish or town council.
For more information about the Dorset Community Tree Fund and details on how to apply, visit the https://dorset-nl.org.uk/resource/dorset-community-tree-fund

Community adopting neighbourhood plan
Neighbourhood plans were introduced in the Localism Act 2011 and aim to give residents more say in the future use of land and buildings in their area. For example, the plan can say where new homes, shops or offices might be built, 
or what they should look like. Plans can also be used to protect features that the community value, such as locally important green spaces.
If the neighbourhood plan is approved following examination, and supported by a local referendum, it will be used to make decisions on planning applications.
Dorset Council is required to consult on the draft plan before the examination can take place.

Dorset Council launches supportive school attendance campaign 
To assist families facing challenges getting their children to school, Dorset Council has launched the "In This Together" school attendance campaign.  
The campaign aims to provide support and guidance to those needing help by ensuring their children attend school regularly. 
Amid national concerns about school attendance, worsened by the pandemic, both locally and nationally, there has been a significant drop in young people going to school over the past few years.  
Studies show a direct link between how often children go to school and their future opportunities in life. 
Going beyond just grades, attending school has positive effects on a child's well-being and offers chances to make friends and try new activities.  
However, we know many families face hurdles in supporting their children to attend regularly, with anxiety often being a big obstacle. 
Dorset Council understands these challenges and has launched the "In This Together" campaign to tackle the issue head-on.  
The campaign offers advice and support to families who need that extra help and encourages settings to listen and support 
Amanda Davis, Director of Education and Learning, says, "We know some families have experienced all sorts of challenges and that each child has a unique set of circumstances that might get in the way of regular attendance in education. It's important to know you're not alone. We have support systems in place, and there are charities and community groups ready to help too." 
Dorset Council suggests that if families are worried about school attendance, they should start by talking to their child's school.  
If concerns persist, families can contact their Locality Inclusion Team, which has a lot of knowledge and information to help-out. 
Cllr Byron Quayle, Dorset Council Portfolio Holder for Children, Education, and Early Help, emphasises the council's commitment to making sure families get help quickly. "School attendance is a huge priority to us, and we’d love to see a significant improvement in the next couple of years.”  
“Our hope is that by working together, we can see more children able to access school and other education settings more easily.” 
For more details about the campaign and getting support, visit www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/attendance 

Bibby Stockholm update January 2024
Purpose: This is a joint update from the subgroups that feed into the Multi Agency Forum (MAF), which supports operational planning of the Bibby Stockholm barge in Portland. The MAF consists of representatives from the Home Office, Dorset Council, Portland Town Council, Weymouth Town Council, Dorset Police, Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service, NHS Dorset and the barge operators Landry & Kling and CTM. Please share the following information with your networks
Site update
Following the tragic death on board in December, there was significant local and national media coverage. There has been further coverage involving the deceased man’s family and former roommate on board. All residents and staff have access to mental health support, and the Migrant Help helpline is available 24/7 to asylum seekers. Local faith leaders attended the barge on the day of the death and continue to provide pastoral care and arrangements are being finalised for enhanced mental health support on site for barge residents alongside their routine GP service.
Local agencies have been responding to media enquiries. Media and social media monitoring continues, and when required, MAF partners are providing accurate information to dispel rumours and reduce the spread of misinformation. The work of the multi-agency Community Impact Group plays a vital role in monitoring the local situation and they are actively working to head-off misinformed rumours. Given the Coroners ongoing investigation into the death, nobody is able to comment on the case pending the Coroner’s Inquiry.
While paused over the Christmas period, new arrivals have resumed, in line with plans agreed with local agencies. People continue to move off the barge for various reasons, such as receiving a decision on their right to remain or finding alternative accommodation with friends or family. There are now asylum interview facilities onboard, which reduces travel to appointments where possible, and have been well-received by the asylum seekers.
Life on board was calm over the Christmas period with no major incidents reported. Several of the residents spent time away from the barge visiting friends and family.
On board facilities
The catering facilities on the Bibby Stockholm have recently been awarded the highest rating (‘5’) under the Food Standards Agency (FSA) Food Hygiene Rating Scheme from Dorset Council.
Televisions in the bedrooms on board have now been connected, which provides additional recreational facilities for residents.
Voluntary and community activities
The residents on the barge continue to take part in various activities provided by voluntary and community partners. An experienced volunteer and activities co-ordinator is now in post to support the growth in activities going forward. This role has been funded through Home Office funding related to the barge.
Community Safety
The Community Impact Group (CIG) meets weekly to monitor the situation. The CIG comprises representatives from Dorset Police, NHS, Dorset Council, Portland Town Council, Weymouth Town Council, local business community and other community representatives. There have been no issues of concern reported recently. 
There are often rumours on social media whenever a crime is committed, alleging barge residents are involved. Dorset Police website provides updates, so if you want further information, please use this resource. 
Home Affairs Select Committee visit
On Thursday 18 January, members of Parliament’s Home Affairs Select Committee (HASC), and the Joint Committee on Human Rights (JCHR), visited the barge to see for themselves how the barge is operated, and to hear from those living aboard. The MPs also had a long session with representatives from the Multi Agency Forum -- local leaders from the council, NHS, Police, and Fire & Rescue Services, as well as local community representatives -- in which the MPs were told about the extent of local agencies and community involvement, and the local effort and thought that had been, and continues to be given, to the welfare and safety of both those on board and the wider community.
Please share these updates and information with other people in your networks. Further information is available at Portland Port: factsheet – GOV.UK (www.gov.uk).

Interested in becoming a councillor for Dorset Council
Ever thought of becoming a local councillor? All 82 councillor seats for Dorset Council are up for election in May this year.
As a councillor you will play a vital role in shaping local services and make a huge difference to the quality of life of local people and how local issues are dealt with.
Many candidates stand as a member of a political party, but you do not need to be a member of a political party and you do not need to be aligned to one of the existing political groups on the council in order to stand for election.
Eligibility:
To stand for election as a councillor for Dorset Council, you must:
Be 18 years old or over on the day of your nomination
Be a British citizen, an EU citizen, or a Commonwealth citizen
Be registered to vote in and/or have either lived or worked in the Dorset Council area for at least one year.
If you have any questions, please contact the Elections Team at elections@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk or call us on 01305 838299  
More information is available on our website.

[bookmark: _Hlk154820874]Dorset Council Election to be held in May 2024 for another five-year term.
I have had the privilege of representing Stalbridge, Stalbridge Weston and Stourton Caundle for the last 21 years as your local Dorset Councillor and Marnhull for the past seven years as County Councillor and Unitary Councillor for Dorset.
I am truly proud of the achievements I have had throughout my career in local government, and I am acutely aware this is due to the trust residents have put in me to serve them, whatever their political persuasion.
It has been an enormous wrench, deciding to stand down, but in our chosen candidate James Vitali, I have every confidence he, under my guidance for the next few months, will be an outstanding Ward Member: Local, Young, 
Fresh & Enthusiastic; is just what the ward needs given the changes we have seen the past few years, with growth in housing, welcoming new families, new residents, and new opportunities.
I know James, if successfully elected, will continue my legacy, and continue to Protect the Vulnerable & Enable the Able, he assures me that he will operate the same open-door policy to residents as I have done, and of course, James will have full access to my 21 years of experience should he require it.
