[bookmark: _GoBack] MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STOURTON CAUNDLE PARISH COUNCIL
HELD ON MONDAY, JANUARY 16TH, 2017 AT 7.3OP.M. IN THE VILLAGE HALL
	
	Present: Chairman H. Walker, C. Jones, R. Paull, P. Lane, J. Waltham, Clerk S.Harris
In attendance: District Councillor Carr-Jones, 14 members of the public.
	Action

	116.a
	To Receive Apologies: 
Apologies were received from D. Tremlett, Linda Mitchell, Anna and Andrew Oliver, County Councillor Batstone and District Councillor Batty-Smith.
	

	116.b
	Confirmation of Minutes of meeting held on December 19th, 2016
The minutes were approved having been circulated previously and signed by the Chairman.
	

	116.c.
	Matters Arising Therefrom:
Planning Results; all the following have been granted planning permission by North Dorset District Council:
     Mistletoe Cottage -  screening around new oil tank
     Reference:   0964 approved 8.9.16
     Gwyers -  swimming pool, dormer windows and
     solar panels .                                                                      
     Reference: 1164 approved 16.12.16
     Red House - replace flat roof with pitched roof            
     Reference:  1585 approved 9.12.16

     The Butts – The Planning Enforcement Officer has been requested to 
     check that work at The Butts complies with the planning permission     
     granted in 2012.
	

	116.d
	Declarations of Interest:
Mr. Lane declared an interest in Agenda item re grass cutting. Item 3

	

	
	OPEN FORUM
A discussion followed concerning the telephone box.
	

	
	MAIN AGENDA
1. DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
In the absence of the County Councillor, District Councillor Carr-Jones reported that the Local Government Reorganisation, following a public consultation, was likely to be two new unitary authorities;
 (i) Bournemouth, Poole and Christchurch, and (ii) Rural Dorset to cover the rest of the county, probably based in Dorchester. There will be a County Council election in 2018 and new electoral boundaries will reduce the number of local councillors in the county. Cllr Carr-Jones may be the local representative for the two years up to 2020 when the Local Government Reorganisation begins.

2. TELEPHONE BOX CONSULTATION
Most visitors to the meeting had been very keen to keep the telephone box, it was considered by many to be an icon in the conservation area and a valuable asset, probably worth about £3,000. The telephone will go but it is understood that the power supply will remain at no charge if used for the light. Any further electrical requirements would need to be paid for. The Parish Council’s insurers had told the clerk it would not be an additional cost to insure under the current insurance policy. An objection to its removal had been sent to NDDC, following the December meeting,  to allow time to consult the village.
There were various suggestions for its use including a book swap, or to house the defibrillator which would have the advantage of a light source and be easily visible 24 hours a day. Andrew Oliver had offered to do any legal work required free of charge.
The Chairman had received approximately 5 positive e-mails and one against, and of the 14 visitors to the meeting, all but one was in favour of retaining the box. 
Most councillors were not sentimental about the telephone box, but the feeling of the public was very strong and clear. It was felt that the Parish Council should look into the real costs.
Mr. Paull proposed to adopt the box, Mr. Waltham agreed, and the proposal was carried 3 – 1 in favour.
3. BUDGET AND PRECEPT
· To approve grass cutting quotes for the forthcoming season for play area, Brimble Cottages grass area and Cemetery/Pound.
Quotes from ‘One Man and his Mower’ were unchanged at £85 per cut for the churchyard and £110 per cut for the cemetery.  Mr. Lane quoted the same amount for Brimble Cottages grass at £20 per cut and an increase of £5 per cut to £45 per cut for the play area.  NDDC refund the cost of cutting the churchyard and Brimble Cottages and all are restricted to 14 cuts per season.
Contracts to be sent for signature to the contractors and NDDC invoiced for the 2016 season.
C. Jones proposed approval of all quotes, seconded by J. Waltham. All agreed, Mr. Lane abstained due to a pecuniary interest.
· CAB Donation Request
This was discussed. Cllr Carr Jones said the CAB used to be run locally but not now, although the request has come from North Dorset.  The hub at Stalbridge does offer appointments. It was not clear if a donation would be used at a local level. 
· Precept for 201718
Income and expenditure budgets were considered and discussed, which showed the income and expenditure has remained stable over a number of years. Mr. Lane proposed to keep the precept at its current level, seconded by Mr. Jones, all agreed. Forms to be sent to NDDC by 27.1.2017.
4. ANNUAL RISK ASSESSMENT REVIEW
The risk assessment was completed for the year and the play area check sheets presented by Mr. Yandell were inspected.  Play area check will take place in July.
5. ANNUAL ASSET REGISTER REVIEW
No change required but the telephone box will need to be added when adopted.
6. ANNUAL PARISH MEETING – Format and date
As numbers attending the meeting have decreased it was agreed to try publishing all the reports in the Caundler magazine in advance and invite questions or comments or Agenda Items. All organisations to be invited to the meeting. Clerk to invite all organisations to submit their reports.





7. FINANCE
State of Finances and Approval of Payments as at 16.1.2017
	
	£
	£

	Current Account
	                5270  20
	

	Deposit Account
	                  879  15
	

	TOTAL
	
	                 6149  35



CHEQUES TO BE APPROVED AND SIGNED AT THE MEETING
	100887
	Village Hall Annual Donation
	                    200  00

	100888
	Information Commissioner
	                      35  00

	100889
	NDDC Play Area Rent
	                      10  00

	100890
	S.Harris Clerk salary 3rd quarter
	                    400  00

	100891
	S.Harris Clerk salary 4th quarter
	                    524  00

	100892
	HMRC Re PAYE 4th quarter
	                    131  00

	100893
	One Man and his Mower final cut 14
	                    195  00


Proposed:   
  R. Paull         Seconded: J. Waltham
· Review of Effectiveness of Internal Control
Councillors confirmed their satisfaction with the effectiveness of financial control.
· Appointment of internal auditor for 2016/2017 Audit.
Mr. Holdstock has kindly agreed to undertake the audit again and councillors expressed their appreciation.
	

	116.F
	ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE
Correspondence 
Circulated e-mail since last meeting
16.12.16 Dorset Police Have your say on police funding
21.12.16 Minutes of round table meeting with Simon Hoare on December 9th
11.1.16 Agenda and CE Report for Northern Area Meeting in Stalbridge 17.1.2017
Letter from MP Simon Hoare confirming that parish precepts would not be capped and offering support at any time. Received 13.1.2017.
	

	116.g
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS/MATTERS FOR NEXT AGENDA
Mr. Walker has been Chairman for 3 years and would like a change.
	

	116.h
	DATE OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING AND AGM
WEDNESDAY, MAY 17TH, 2017 AT 7.30 IN THE MAIN HALL
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