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Round 4 of the Household Support Fund reopens for applications
Round 4 of the Household Support Fund (HSF) will reopen for applications at 10am on Thursday 5 October 2023 for low-income households in the Dorset Council area. The government scheme funded by the Department for Work and Pensions, provides support in the form of supermarket vouchers. Citizens Advice will be allocating this fund on behalf of Dorset Council and vouchers will be issued to residents who meet the eligibility criteria within 6 – 8 weeks. The government scheme funded by The Department Work & Pensions
Dorset Council households will be able to apply if they have:
an annual household net income of less than £30,000 and savings of less than £16,000 and not applied for a previous HSF payment within the last 6 months
Calculations for the annual net income should not include Personal Independence Payments, Disability Living Allowance, Attendance Allowance, Carers Allowance or Child Benefit. Applications are limited to one per household. 
Residents should apply online. The application form will open at 10am. Find more details including future application window dates here: https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/household-support-fund
If you need help completing the form, you can telephone Customer Services on 01305 221000 or visit a customer access point.

Does your child qualify for free school meals? 
Some children may be eligible to receive a free daily lunch at school, potentially saving families up to £450 per year, per child.  With the cost of living affecting many people, Dorset Council is reminding families under financial pressure to find out if their child qualifies for the initiative.  
As well as receiving a healthy meal every school day, a child’s school will receive extra government funding (called the Pupil Premium) towards more teaching staff, tuition or activities. This could be between £1035 and £1455 per year. 
Dorset children who receive free school meals can also take part in free activities during the summer, Christmas and Easter holidays.  Holiday food vouchers will also be provided for eligible pupils until at least March 2024. 
Dorset Council provides a confidential checker so parents and carers can quickly see if they qualify. Schools do not see financial information about the families applying. 
All pupils approved for free school meals will continue to be eligible until at least 31st March 2025 and after that until they finish the school phase they are in. 
If you have any concerns, or questions you can also call 01305 221090. 
Who can get free school meals 
A child may be able to get free school meals if their parent or carer receives any of the following: 
Income Support 
Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 
Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 
Child Tax Credit; this is as long as you’re not entitled to Working Tax Credit and your annual gross income is no more than £16,190 
Working Tax Credit ‘run-on’ payment (paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit) 
Universal Credit: this is as long as your household income is less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get) 
Children who are paid these benefits directly, instead of through a parent or carer, can also get free school meals. 


Is your child due to start Secondary or Upper school in September 2024?
Parents/carers will need to apply by Tuesday 31 October 2023 for the best chance of getting a place at their preferred school. This applies to all children moving from primary to secondary school, or middle to upper school in September 2023.
Finding the right school place for your child is important for any parent/carer. The admissions pages will provide you with all the information you need to apply, and you can also check out our parents’ guide for information about the different types of schools and the way to apply to each one.
If you’re not able to apply online you can download a Word document from the admissions pages or contact the School Admissions Team on 01305 221060, or email:admissions@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

It’s never too late to learn a new skill on the Jurassic Coast
Three experienced water sports coaches are helping encourage over 55’s to take to the water at the Weymouth Outdoor Education Centre (WOEC).
For a subsidised £5 for a two-hour session on Monday morning’s, the coaches are helping people try a range of water activities at a relaxed pace.
The Seafarers Over 55 Club have tried their hands at everything from sea kayaking to stand-up paddle boarding and sailing dinghies along the Jurassic shoreline.
The club is supported by Active Dorset and has received a grant of nearly £6,000 through Sport England’s Together Fund and is trying to match the coaches to the groups by means of providing likeminded mentorship.
It hopes to start a kayak club for adults on a Friday
to complement the existing Monday morning Seafarers Club.
Water sports coach Lesley Kaye said she had tried a number of sports when she was younger but nothing had inspired her until she discovered sailing: “ I found sailing at nearly 40 and it literally changed my life.  I became so passionate about sailing that I first became a sailing instructor, then windsurfing, powerboating and SUP boarding instructor because I really want to spread the joy of water sports with others and how it might enhance their lives too.’
‘It has been great coaching the social seafarers and proves that you can take up water sports at any age as there is an activity to suit everyone.  It is just a case of trying out the different range of water sports activities WOEC offers to find one that suits you best.  It is also great way of taking advantage of our beautiful environment and meeting new people as it is very social.’

Place Names of Dorset- Unlocking their Secrets
Have you ever wondered about some of the weird and wonderful place names in Dorset? How does a name like ‘Sixpenny Handley’ or ‘Ryme Intrinseca’ come about and what can the name tell us about the history of a place?
An event at the Dorset History Centre will reveal all! The English Place Names Society has recently completed its fifth and final volume for Dorset- a monumental effort which has taken academics nearly forty years complete.
The survey is grounded in the collection of an enormous amount of evidence and linguistic expertise, providing explanations of the origin of many thousands of place-names including villages, woods, towns, lanes, fields, and even modern street names.
On Saturday 14th October at 2pm the Dorset History Centre in Dorchester will hold an event with two short talks on this endlessly entertaining topic. Beautiful and historic Dorset maps from the county’s archive collections will also be on display and delicious refreshments will be provided.
Book your place now via Eventbrite  tickets cost £8

New Housing Board given Cabinet backing
The creation of a new Housing Board for Dorset Council has been given Cabinet approval.   
The new Board will be ready to strengthen the delivery of Dorset Council’s ambition to tackle the rising challenges and issues in housing.  
These range from an increase in need for affordable housing, rising costs and a lack of suitable accommodation being available.   
It will encourage and facilitate a cross-council approach to capture the collective expertise and resources in a unified approach. 
The Board reflects the need to work across multiple portfolios with Health, Public Health, Social Care and Economic Strategies all identifying the need for affordable and suitable homes.  
 The Board will also extend the council’s enabling role and multi-agency work with external partners such as Registered Providers and private landlords.    
The new Housing Strategy is out to consultation, with this closing on 2 October, bringing this back to Cabinet in December.   A Housing Programme Board will oversee the Board and include the Cabinet Member for Economic Growth & Levelling Up and the Lead Member for Housing. 
The Board will reflect the ‘One Council’ approach adopted when Dorset Council became a Unitary Authority in 2019.  


Have your say on changes to council tax support
A consultation has opened on proposed changes to Dorset Council’s Local Council Tax Reduction Scheme for working age people.
The Local Council Tax Reduction Scheme is a discount that helps people on low incomes pay their council tax bill.
The consultation began on Wednesday 13 September 2023 and will be open for 6 weeks, closing on Wednesday 25 October 2023.
Residents can have their say by completing the survey on our website: https://consultation.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/consultation-and-engagement/counciltax/
The proposed new scheme aims to make it easier for residents to understand and access, work better with the Universal Credit system and take away the need for constant changes to awards, making it easier to manage. These changes only affect working age people and, if adopted, would come into effect from 1 April 2024.
Requirements for a council tax reduction will change to an income-based matrix, taking into account a residents’ income and how many dependents they have, replacing the current means tested system. The proposals exclude some benefits from the calculation of income, protecting applicants who need support whilst receiving other benefits.
Proposals also include restricting reductions to a council tax band E level, meaning that any applicants who live in a band F, G or H property will have their entitlement calculated at a band E level.
Under the existing scheme, residents with savings of up to £16,000 and a low income, may be eligible for the discount, the proposed new scheme lowers this to a capital limit of £6,000.

Big name innovators to do ground-breaking work in Dorset
An international team of digital innovators led by Dorset Council has secured millions in government and industry funding to develop the tech to power cheaper, greener mobile networks in future.
The £7m Dorset Open Network Ecosystem (DONE) project will build on the connectivity work already undertaken by Dorset Council and partners through the multi-award winning 5G RuralDorset and Wessex Digital Infrastructure Accelerator projects.
People living in rural communities like Dorset need and deserve access to the benefits of next generation connectivity just as much as those living in the towns and cities. In the past, it has been challenging for network operators to serve rural places like Dorset with its dispersed population and beautiful, but challenging environment.
Most UK mobile phone networks use equipment provided by a small number of vendors. The decision by UK Government to remove equipment from high-risk vendors amid security concerns has reduced choice for operators and has the potential to drive up costs.
The UK Government wants to see a wider range of “Open” equipment across networks – radios, microchips, etc – which can “plug and play” across different manufacturers.
This “supply chain diversification” should lower costs, encourage innovation and may make it easier for operators to bring coverage to areas currently deemed too difficult or expensive.
Running until March 2025, the project will carry out advanced research and development into how cutting-edge technology can transform the roll-out of mobile networks in rural areas. It will examine the use of alternatives to standard equipment, providing enhanced performance and power savings as well as a wider range of suppliers, to make the UK’s telecoms networks more secure and resilient. An open environment will also be built to support innovators seeking to develop, prototype and test their own ideas against a replica of a network, to reduce barriers to telecoms R&D in the UK.   This project will also help to grow the UK’s skills base in telecoms, with a specific regional niche in national security, law enforcement and defence.
It is hoped that this research will help to make the deployment of telecommunications infrastructure in remote and hard to reach areas cheaper, faster and more environmentally friendly, supporting the UK’s Net Zero ambitions and making Dorset a better place to live, work and visit.
The consortium, led by Dorset Council, comprises many of the partners that have made previous digital innovation projects in Dorset such a success. This includes Vodafone, Strathclyde University, Neutral Networks, Telint and Dorset based technology company Kimcell. The team is further strengthened by collaborating with Arm, a global leader in semiconductor design and silicon intellectual property development and licensing, and Keysight Technologies, global leader in test and measurement, as well as SMEs Wildanet and Illuminate.

Dog-related PSPOs – Latest consultation results published
A recent consultation gathered views from residents, visitors, businesses, and other organisations about a dog-related Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) across the Dorset Council area.
These views will be used to create a new Order that will give clarity and consistency for both dog-owners and non-owners. Councillors will make the final decision on the controls to be included in the new Order.
The consultation, that was open for 10 weeks, was available online and paper copies were available in libraries and on request.
4,221 responses were received. 80% of responses were from local residents, with 16.5% from visitors and 2.8% from other. 62% of responses came from dog owners. 9.5% of the respondents considered themselves having a disability.
Questions were asked about whether dogs should be kept on leads in certain areas, and if dogs should be permitted into cemetery graveyards, public gardens and sports pitches.
There were also questions about how people felt about restrictions on specific beaches across Dorset.
The full report and recommendations will be going to Place and Resources Overview Committee on 5 October and then to Cabinet on 7 November.
If the recommendations are agreed, and the order is not appealed, the new dog-related PSPO will come into effect on 1 January 2024.
To view the complete report, visit the Dorset Council website

