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Council Tax Premium on Second homes and empty houses in Dorset
Dorset Councillors have approved proposals for a council tax premium on second homes and an amendment to agree an earlier commencement date for the existing Long Term Empty Homes premium, under the new flexibilities for councils provided in the Levelling Up and Regeneration Bill, which received Royal Assent in October 2023. For those properties classified as Long-Term Empty and Unoccupied a 100% premium will, from 1 April 2024, be applied after one year rather than the existing 2 years.
The introduction of the 100% council tax premium on second homes will come into effect on 1 April 2025, making a total council tax charge of 200%. Unlike empty dwellings, there is no requirement for a property to have been used as a second home for a fixed period of time before the premium can apply so it becomes chargeable from day one that a property is considered a second home (or dwelling periodically occupied).
Where exceptions are provided for in law and once final regulations have been provided, Dorset Council will adopt and apply such exceptions. The council website will be updated as soon as this information is available.       

Riverbank stabilisation complete
Work to stabilise the bank of the River Stour in Sturminster Newton is complete.
The bank of the river, bordering the A357, was slipping into the river so, to stop any further movement and protect the busy road, it has been strengthened by Dorset Council.
Just under 500 nails, between 8 metres and 12 metres long, were drilled through the bank to secure it to the bedrock to stabilise the embankment. Steel mesh was pinned in place, followed by protective matting and finally wildflower seeds were sown.
A drilling method was used, rather than piling, to minimise vibration. This was monitored throughout the work.
The final part of the work, which reinstated the footway bordering the road and installation of the rail fence, has now taken place.
During the works, the eastbound lane of the A357 was closed with traffic signals in place to maintain traffic flow both ways.
Dorset Council worked closely with the town council, local ward member and those directly affected by the works before and during the works to ensure the stabilisation and the traffic management went smoothly.
Following an arrangement with the town council, trees will be replanted on land just to the east of the town bridge.

20mph approved for five Dorset communities
Five towns and villages have the approval to proceed with the introduction of 20mph zones or speed limits.
The town/parish councils for Langton Matravers, Bridport, Wimborne, Pimperne and Winfrith successfully applied to Dorset Council in 2023 for the new limits and zones.
Residents gave their comments, support, or objections to the applications through a process called a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) consultation.
Installation of the new signs will begin in April in these towns and villages.
Further applications for Okeford Fitzpaine, Child Okeford, Milborne St Andrew, Winterborne Kingston, Cheselbourne and Wimborne are now being assessed by Dorset Council. 
Town and parish councils have been able to apply for 20mph speed limits and zones, following the introduction of Dorset Council’s 20mph policy in 2022.
Residents interested in the introduction of new 20mph speed limits in their local area should contact their town or parish council or local Dorset councillor.

Dorset to stand alongside Ukrainians on second anniversary of Russian invasion
[bookmark: _Hlk154820874]On Saturday 24 February the Ukrainian flag was raised at County Hall in Dorchester to mark the second anniversary of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
More than 1,000 Ukrainians have settled across Dorset since Vladimir Putin’s forces began the war, forcing thousands to flee their homeland.
“The Homes for Ukraine scheme, which is being administered by Dorset Council alongside other organisations, continues to see local residents giving accommodation to families from the war-torn country and we want to add our sincere thanks and tribute to communities who have opened their hearts and homes.
If you are able to continue hosting but need further support or if you are interested in hosting and would like to find out more, please do not hesitate to contact us on ukraineresponse@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
The Dorset Together Ukraine network includes Dorset Council, NHS, Public Health Dorset, Department of Work and Pensions (DWP), the emergency services, faith groups, Skills and Learning Dorset, Volunteer Centre Dorset, Dorset Race Equality Council, Help and Kindness, Citizens Advice and other local groups.

Dorset Council Election to be held in May 2024 for another five-year term.
I have had the privilege of representing Stalbridge, Stalbridge Weston and Stourton Caundle for the last 21 years as your local Dorset Councillor and Marnhull for the past seven years as County Councillor and Unitary Councillor for Dorset.
I am truly proud of the achievements I have had throughout my career in local government, and I am acutely aware this is due to the trust residents have put in me to serve them, whatever their political persuasion.
It has been an enormous wrench, deciding to stand down, but in our chosen candidate James Vitali, I have every confidence he, under my guidance for the next few months, will be an outstanding Ward Member: Local, Young, 
Fresh & Enthusiastic; is just what the ward needs given the changes we have seen the past few years, with growth in housing, welcoming new families, new residents, and new opportunities.
I know James, if successfully elected, will continue my legacy, and continue to Protect the Vulnerable & Enable the Able, he assures me that he will operate the same open-door policy to residents as I have done, and of course, James will have full access to my 21 years of experience should he require it.
