[bookmark: _Hlk136979931]STOURTON CAUNDLE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A BUSINESS MEETING ON 24TH MAY 2023 WHICH FOLLOWED THE AGM HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL STARTING AT  8.12p.m.
Present: Chairman A. Harris, P. Lane, M. Litchfield, I. Moss, R. Paull, J. Waltham, J. Westbrook, Clerk S. Harris 2 members of the public
	155.a To Receive Apologies:
Apologies were received from Dorset Cllr Carr-Jones


	155.b Confirmation of Minutes of Last Meeting:
The minutes of the meeting held on 24th April were approved having been circulated previously. 


	155.c Matters Arising Therefrom:
CEMETERY WALL - Mr. Harris reported that he had spoken to the Church Wardens who are going to look at the possibility of taking down the  wall adjacent to the field, which is collapsing, and replacing it with a fence.

PLANNING RESULT – GREENWAY, ROWDEN MILL LANE, STOURTON CAUNDLE, DT10 2JT
REFERENCE: P/FUL/2023/0097
PROPOSAL: CONSTRUCT EQUESTRIAN ARENA
This application has been granted by Dorset Council

POTHOLES in Cat Lane 1217004 and Golden Hill 121776 have been repaired

	 155.d Declarations of interest: N/A


	OPEN FORUM
N/A

	
MAIN AGENDA
1. DORSET COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
Cllr Carr-Jones is having a three-month break from attending meetings but is still in full contact by telephone and e-mail. He has sent his Annual Ward Councillor Report which concentrates mainly on housing and the May Councillors report, both of which are published on the Parish Council website.

2. UPDATE ON FLOODING MITIGATION WORK IN VILLAGE – JANE WESTBROOK
Dated As of 3rd May 2023
Mrs. Westbrook reported that Nicola Hopkins of the Southwest Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group has been in discussion with the Environment Agency about funding for the proposed work around Stourton Caundle. She has spoken to all but one of the landowners on the tributaries of the watercourses that run into the river – there is some agreement from landowners re the following interventions:
· Tree planting to intercept overland flows (some already by Cat Lane Bridge.
· Skylighting = opening the river to more light, which allows vegetation to develop that will slow the flow.
· Woody debris dams – “in channel” woody structures to slow the flow.
· Buffer strips and fencing – to keep stock away from the riverbanks, reducing erosion and compaction. Allows tussocky grass to develop and intercept water flowing off fields.
· ACTION = to draft these locations on a map, share with landowners/farmers for approval, then share with community.

	3. VACANCY FOR FLOOD WARDEN
Unfortunately Mr. Parsons has moved so Mrs. Westbrook suggested she ask someone who lives as close as possible to the brook in the centre of the village with a vested interest. All agreed.


	4. CREATING A WILDER ENVIRONMENT IN PART OF THE CHURCHYARD – IAN MOSS
Mr. Moss has spoken to people in Milborne Port who are creating a wilder environment in their churchyard. Stourton Caundle PCC were invited to visit but have confirmed there is no interest and concerns about the work involved. 
Mr. Moss intends to set up a working party to look into this project and perhaps try with The Pound next year to start with. The first two year’s grass cuttings will need to be raked up to reduce the soil fertility.
There should be a cost saving from reduced mowing costs.


	5. PLAY-AREA MAINTENANCE – P. LANE
Mr Lane and Mr. Yandell carry out checks and  maintenance in the play-area as volunteers. The ROSPA REPORT was received on 19.05.23 and has identified a number of further issues requiring attention including the almost new seesaw and springy animal being loose in the ground, which they will discuss further and report to the next meeting. Nothing has been identified as dangerous.


	6. REQUEST FOR MIRROR AT ‘DARK HOLE CORNER’ AND REPLACEMENT ROAD SIGNS
Highways replied to the clerk as follows:  ‘Dorset Councils policy is not to introduce any further mirror on the Dorset’s network. The reasoning behind this is due to accidents that they cause when damaged, twisted or misted up. People tend to rely on them and fail to see when they have moved etc.’
New village signs can be obtained from the Dorset Council sign shop or other suppliers at the Parish Council’s expense. Another suggestion was to hold a competition to design one for the village.


	7. INSURANCE
Gallegher,  the Insurance broker, provided a quote from Hiscox insurance Company Ltd costing £702.24. Zurich have set up a new scheme which quotes for smaller Parish Councils quoted £264.00. Councillors agreed unanimously to accept the Zurich quote which covers all the requirements necessary. Proposed by R. Paull and seconded by M. Litchfield. Clerk to ask if it is possible to extend the age limit of councillors Public Liability to 95.


	8. APPROVAL AND SIGNING OF ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY RETURNS 2023:
· CONFIRMATION OF INTERNAL AUDITOR’S REPORT 2023
Mrs Jan Wardell, a member of Stalbridge Town Council had audited the accounts and signed the Internal Auditor’s Report.
She asked for some extra information which has been provided and recommended cross referencing invoices with minute references. She noted that the Financial Regulations last reviewed in late 2020, should be reviewed annually. This will be done alongside the banking information when Lloyds Bank finalise the new account, expected shortly and the Risk Assessment will be reviewed as well with the same information. Financial Regulations to be  added to the Review list in March annually.
A query about the security of the Parish Council website was also made as it is not secure. This is to be looked into. No financial transactions take place.
· APPROVAL OF SECTION 1 ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT 2022/2023
Approved and signed by the Chairman and Clerk.
· APPROVAL OF SECTION 2 ACCOUNTING STATEMENTS 2022/2023
Approved and signed by the Chairman and Clerk


· CERTIFICATE OF EXEMPTION FROM EXTERNAL AUDIT
 All agreed to apply for exemption from external audit.
· COMMENCEMENT DATE FOR EXERCISE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS
Clerk will publish the information at the appropriate time based on External Auditor’s Guidelines.
All Proposed R. Paull, Seconded J. Waltham


	9. REVIEW OF FINANCIAL REGULATIONS
To be an Agenda item when the Lloyds Bank account is ready to action. See Item 7


	155.e STATE OF FINANCES AS AT 24TH MAY 2023
	CURRENT ACCOUNT BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD:
Less Cheques approved at the last meeting now cleared

c.no      101084          £99  for 100 medals + £6.99 postage
c.no      101085          Microsoft Annual Subscription due 3rd May
c.no      101086          L. Yandell timber for play-area repairs

Add donations from The Trooper
Re Defibrillator
March Quiz                                                           + £106  00
April Quiz                                                              + £  95  81
Private Donations towards defibrillator          + £100  00 
                                                                               + £   20  00
(Total donations to date since 01.04.23
£441  81)
Add first half of precept paid (28.04.23)
Less uncleared cheque no. 101083 DAPTC subs and mailbox
TOTAL CURRENT BALANCE AS AT 24.05.2023
AGREES WITH MAY STATEMENT
	


   -105  95
 - 59  99
  -35  42


  
 
 

    321  81


  4,725  00 
 -   232  54 
	£ 3,701  84


  
 
  3,500  48






 3,822  29
  

 8,547  29
    

  8,314  75    

	DEPOSIT BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD FROM LAST MEETING
 RECONCILES WITH YEAR END BALANCE 
(Includes £500 ring fenced for play area from 2022/2023)                                                                                                             TOTAL DEPOSIT ACCOUNT  AGREES WITH MAY STATEMENT                                                                                                   
	 7,532  06
	 


 £7,532  06


	TOTAL OF BANK STATEMENTS AS AT 24th MAY 2023
	
	£15,846  81

	Cheques to approve and sign at the meeting:
101087 K.M.Dike Grass cutting for April                   341  70
101088 Mrs J. Wardell Internal Audit                          50  00
101089 Playsafety Ltd                                                   111 00
	


	

     




      Proposed Mr. J. Waltham, Seconded Mrs. J. Westbrook



	155.f ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE
List on file.

	155.g MATTERS FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION OR NEXT AGENDA
No matters raised.

	155.h DATE OF NEXT MEETING
To be confirmed.

	155.i TIME OF CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 9.15p.m.
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